STEPHENS NEWSLETTER

OCTOBER 2021

WHAT'S INSIDE
Important Dates
A word from Admin
After School Activities
Dress Code Rules

Important Dates
October 20 – Student-Led Conferences
October 21 – Student-Led Conferences
October 22 – No School

Volleyball Games
October 18 – Black/Teal @ Whiteaker 4:30pm
Silver vs Whiteaker @ Stephens 4:15pm
October 20 – Black/silver vs Leslie @ Stephens 4:30pm
Teal @ Leslie 4:15pm
October 25 – Black/silver @ Waldo 4:30pm
Teal vs Waldo @ Stephens 4:15pm

Football

October 19 – @ Leslie at 4:30pm

Cross Country
October 21 – All City Meet @ Bush Park

Spirit Week
October 25th-29th
Monday – Sports Day
Tuesday – Crazy Hair Day
Wednesday – Hawaiian Day
Thursday – 80’s/Neon
Friday – Freaky Friday

Feeling sick?
If you get sick, you can still do your schoolwork at home. Please
remember to stay home when you are feeling sick. If you are
feeling unwell or have the following symptoms, fever, cough,
shortness of breath, do not enter the building.

This is a Learning Zone
No cell phone use on campus
7:30am - 4:00pm

A Word from Admin
Fall is officially here Bulldogs and that means: students have memorized
their schedule, they are getting to know their teachers and classmates,
and they are continuing their learning, daily! Though most of our
students are excited to be back in school, full time, many of our
students are struggling with schoolwide expectations and appropriate
social interactions—something they haven’t had practice with for the
better part of a year and a half.
Cell phone use at school
We continue to experience a large number of students using their cell
phones during the school day. Our policy is that cell phones are to be
“Off and Away” from 7:30am to 4pm while on Stephens’ campus; this
includes passing time and at lunch. We understand that there are times
in which you need to be able to communicate something to your child. If
there is an emergency, or something needs to be communicated, we
would ask that you call the school and we will deliver the message. Over
the two weeks we will be reminding students about this policy through
morning announcements, giving them a minute to turn off their phone
and store the phone in their back pack. Please help us reinforce this
policy by talking to your child about the appropriate use of cell phones
when they are at home. We will be talking to students about how they
can be respectful, responsible, and safe while using technology. The
purpose for this policy is to support them in their academic success, by
removing a major temptation and distraction, and promoting face to
face social interaction and connection. When a cell phone buzzes or
dings, the minds of even the best of students will be distracted.

Masks in School
Just a friendly reminder that students will need to continue to wear masks in
school at all times. Masks should be worn tightly over the nose and under
the chin. Masks must be worn outside as well. The only time that students
can have masks off is while they are actively eating. Please help us remind
your child of the importance of wearing masks, correctly, during the school
day. After school events: Masks must always be worn during indoor athletics
events for anyone over the age of 5, regardless of vaccination status. If the
athletics are outside, you must wear a mask unless you maintain 6 feet of
physical distance at all times.
Requesting Work for Absences
We would also ask that if you are picking students up to leave early that you
would call the office (503-399-3442) at least 10 minutes prior to the pick-up
time to give us ample time to have your student ready when you arrive to
pick them up.
Similar to when we were completely online last year, teachers are using their
Canvas courses to post classwork. Teachers are adding assignments and
modules to help students with access when they are not in school. Please
have your student check their Canvas courses daily while absent.
Thank you for your continued teamwork with Stephens staff to support your
child’s academic and social learning.
Sincerely,
David Wood, Principal
Katie Such, Assistant Principal

Stephens Student Led
Conferences
20-minute conference with Stephens
Strong/advisory teacher.
Wednesday, October 20th from 5-8pm and
Thursday, October 21st from 8am-8pm.
Conferences will be conducted on Zoom.
This is a great opportunity for students to share
how their classes are going and what is going
well and needs improvement.

After School Activities
Power Hour
At Stephens we believe in helping students and
one way we do that is through Power Hour.
Power Hour is intended for students who need
extra academic support. Students are assigned
through their teachers and will get a call home
telling them they are assigned to attend. Power
hour is in room 105 on Tuesdays, Wednesdays,
and Thursdays from 4-5pm. There is
transportation for students after school. We
have an activity bus students can take, the bus
does have limited stops but has similar routes
to the regular school bus.

Enrichment
Academy
This year at Stephens we have Enrichment
Academy. Enrichment Academy is before and
after school clubs for students. We have
morning clubs from 7:30am-9am everyday
except Wednesday mornings. Morning clubs
include Open gym in the big gym or The Zone
in room 125. We also have after school clubs
from 4-5pm. We have Craft Club Mondays,
Wednesdays, and Fridays in room 108. On
Tuesdays we have Cursive Writing/Music (room
215) and Book Club (room 101). On Thursdays
we have a Yoga Club in the Orchestra room.
We have transportation for after school clubs.
We have an activity bus that runs M-F and
departs Stephens at 5:10pm. Scan the QR
code if you want to sign up for Enrichment
Academy.

Stephens Middle School
Dress Code
In accordance to Salem-Keizer School
District dress code
Students must wear…
A shirt (with fabric in the front, back, and on the
sides under the arms)
And
pants or equivalent (ex: skirt, sweatpants,
leggings, dress, jeans, or shorts)
And
Shoes.

Students May Wear..
Hats facing straight forward or straight backward.
Hats must allow the face to be visible to staff, and
not interfere with the line of sight of any student
or staff
• Religious head covering
• Religious headwear
• Hoodie sweatshirts; however, hoods may not
cover the head indoors
• Pajamas
• Ripped jeans, as long as underwear and buttocks
are not exposed
• Tank tops, including spaghetti straps; halter tops
• Athletic attire

Students Cannot Wear
Violent language or images
• Gang-affiliated clothing
• Images or language depicting drugs or
alcohol (or any illegal item or activity)
• Hate speech, profanity, pornography
• Images or language that creates a
hostile or intimidating environment
based on any protected class or
consistently marginalized groups
• Any clothing that reveals visible
undergarments
• Swimsuits
• Accessories that could be considered
dangerous or could be used as a
weapon'
• Any item that obscures the face or ears
(except as a religious observance)

